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F To the Right Reverend the 


Lord Biſhop of C hic gre; 


My Lord, 


HOUGH the Diſcourſes 
we are entertain d with 
from the Pulpit on the 
Thirtiethof Januam have been, 
for the moſt part, of ſuch a Na- 
ture, that they are one great 
Reaſon why many Honeſt Men 
have wiſh'd the Obſervation of 
that Day might be laid aſide, 
yet 1 could not help raiſing my 
Expectations to ſomething very 


dit- 


8 — . 
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different from what we hav. 
been usd to, when I heard 


that this Subject was to be 


handled by one of your Lords: . 
ſhip's great [Abilities, | and in . 
whoſe” Favour we were all fo;: 
juſtly -prejudic'd by a famous 


Treatiſe * writ many Years ago, 
in a more free and generous 
Spirit than is common to the 
Productions of the Clergy. Your 


Lordſhip has indeed, out of an 


Exceſs | of Modeſty, (a Fault 


very excuſable in a Divine,) 


choſe to withdraw your ſelf, as 
much as in you lay, from your 


juſt Praiſe and Reputation, by 
not ſetting your Name to hat 


Book, and. deſiring not to be 
known for the Author of it; 


* Difficulties and Diſcouragemen Se. ſuppoſed 
to be written by Dr. Hare. Wy re” 


but 
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1 7 4 
but the World has done you . 


juſtice againſt your Will, and 


Thoſe who had the Honour of 
Thinking in the ſame manner 
with your Lordfhip at that 
Time, are proud to ſee their 
Opinions ſupported by ſo con- 
ſiderable an Authority: But I 
am at a loſs how to expreſs 
what a Concern and Mortifica- 
tion it is to all ſuch Admirers 
of your Lordſhip, that upon 
reading this laſt Diſcourſe of 
yours, they find the High- 
Church Spirit ſo ſtrong in it, 
and a compleat Syſtem of Sla- 
very laid down, with only now 
and then a little Colouring, 


defign'd rather to diſguiſe than 
to Forrert': it. | 


The firſ Poſition they. are 
ſtartled at, and which they 
A | find 


[8] 
find very often repeated, ha) 
that it is a Breach : of our 
Duty and Allegiance, to at- 
tempt or deſire any Change 
either in the Church ſor State. 
Recollect your ſelf a little, my 
Lord, and you will find that 
by: the Conſtitution of our Go- 
vernment, there is à perpetual 
Power reſiding in it to make 
ſuch Alterations in Both, as ei- 
ther an occaſional Expediency, 
or Corruptions and Abuſes crept 


into them, may render necef- 


fary. Without this, there would 
be no Buſineſs for a Parliament, 
but. merely: to give Money to 
the Crown, ſince every new 


Law made by it, is doubtleſs an 
Alteration, and ſuch the Varia- 
tion of human Things will con- 
tinually require. If therefore 
* Doctrine be true, that all 

f . 


Redreſs is this Netion to ex- 


P 
? 
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| Attempts. bs: change any thing 


in: the preſent Frame and Order 
of Church or State, are ſo ma- 


ny Acts of Diſloyalty and Re- 


belſion, what Reformation can 
poſſibly be carried on, what 


pect from its Repreſentatives | 
in Parliament of any preſent 


or: re: Grievances ? 


Charles the . when no 
Method of invading our Liber- 


ties was. left untried, there was 


a Deſign of eſtabliſhing this ve- 
ry Doctrine by an Oath to he 
taken by all Members of both 
Houſes of Parliament, all Privy 
Counſellors. and Juſtices of the 


* See an Acouunt of this Air in Mr. Lake Re- 
mains. | 


Bo Peace, 


| [ IO. —1 | 
Peace, and all Perſons holding 
any beneficial Office, Eccleſiaſ- 
tical, Civil, or Military. The 
Bill which was to impoſe this 
Oath was ſtyl'd, An Act io pre- 
vent the Dangers which might 
| ariſe from Perſons di ſaſfected 
to the Government, and the Ad- 
vocates for it, which were 
| chiefly my Lords the Biſhops, 
| argued juſt in the ſame manner 
as your Lordſhip, that Men 


who ſhould once begin to change 
would never know where to 1 
ſtop; that the Rebellion of 
F orty- one ought to be a Warn- 2 a 
ing to us not to ſuffer that Spit 
rit to get any ground; that al! 
was perfect both in Church and : 
State, and would ever continue 
to be ſo; and therefore they 
requir'd all Perſons who could 
. poſſibly 


©. 
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poſſibly have any thing to do 
with them, to ſwear that they 


would not at any time endea- 


vour to make any Alteration 
in the Government of either. 


This Bill was debated in the 
Houſe of Peers with great Op- 


poſition from all thoſe who had 


any Regard for the Welfare of 
their Country, and after a long 
Struggle of ſixteen or ſeven- 
teen Days Duration, it was at 
laſt carried in the Committee 
by the Unanimity of the Bench 
of Biſhops; but before it could 
paſs into an Act, was providen- 
tially ſtopt by the Diſpute of 
Priviledge breaking out betwen 
the two Houſes; otherwiſe the 
whole Nation muſt have been 
reduc'd to the ſad Neceſlity of 
being either perjur'd or enflay'd. 

B 2 1 


[22 ] 
[ think it probable that your 
Lordſhip had your Eye upon 
this remarkable Bill in & 
whole Tenour of your Argu- 
ment, and that you hid a 
Mind to try bans or no the 
2 Age would ſwallow 
ſuch Notions as ealily as ſome 
of their Predeceffors : But, my 

Lord, the Influence of the 

| Church is not ſo ſtrong upon 
| us now as it was then; we are 1 
grown too wiſe to be preach 4 9 
ä out of our Liberties, and the 
| Clergy will not be half ſo uſe- 
ful as they formerly were, to ot 
any Prince who ſhall have a 1 
mind to enſlave us, if ſuch a 
| Defigh ſhould ever be form'd 
| again. I can't help taking no- 
tice of one Aﬀettion that has 
l _ droppd from you in arguing 
upon 


— — — 6 ae — 


2 
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aunhich Form is really the bee. 


[13 1 

upon this Matter; which 8 
this, — That wiſe and good 
Men vill rather aoquieſce un. 
der any Form f Government 
than attempt to change it, be 
cauſe of the Hazard that at- 
tends all Changes, and of the 
great Diſiculty to determine 


My Lord, we are inclin'd to 
think our own, with all its 
Faults and Imperfections, is 
infinitely better than that of 
France ; and ſhould it ever be 
our Misfortune in future Times 
to have an arbitrary Form im- 
pos d upon us, we ſhould be- 
lieve it worth our while to 
attempt to change it, let the 
Hazard be what it would. 


There is no Confuſion, no Mi- 
ſery, 


[141 


ſery, no Bloodſhed which ſuch 
aà Struggle might produce, but 


is preferable to an abject Ac- 
quieſcence under Tyranny and 


Oppreſſion. This, my Lord, 
has always been the Sentiment 


of the iſe and good Men in 
this Country, though you, it 

ſeems, are of a different Op 
nion; and I perſwade my ſelf 
that we ſhall ftill preſerve ſo 
much of the Spirit and Virtue 
of our Anceſtors, as to diſclaim 
all Notions of Obedience but 
what are confiſtent with our 


Liberty. 


I hope your Lordſhip did not 
mean ſo ill as your Words im- 
port; but I am ſure it is of 
Conſequence to the Nation that 
all who read them ſhould be 

ſenſible 


- 
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ſenſible of the Miſchief there 
is in them. Slavery, ſet forth 
in its proper Colours, will be 
odious and terrible to every 
Body; but thus ſoften d, thus 
gilded over with artful Turns 
and Ornaments of Rhetorick, it 
may be too eaſily receiv'd by 
unwary Minds, and many ho- 
neſt Men may loſe that Hor- 
ror of it which is our beſt 
4 Guard and ang Ten it. 


E: My Lord, [ve a great Re- 
verence its your Order, and eſ- 
pecially for thoſe who are diſ- 
tinguiſh'd in it by ſo high a 
Station; but really it is a great 
1 Difficulty and Diſcouragement 
to me, and all Friends of the 
F| | Clergy, when we attempt to 
defend you againſt your Ene- 
mies, 


L 26 ] 
mies; that you: ſo frequently 
engage. on the. Side. of deſpo- 
tick Power, and do your. ut- 
moſt to perſwade Mankind that 
it is indifferent to their real 
Good and Intereſt, whether 
they are free or not. What 
makes this the more unpardon- 
able in your. Lordſhip is, that 
you do it unſought for and um- 
; thank d. For. they whom we 
| have. at preſent the Happineſs 
1 to be governd by, and whom 
| I ſuppoſe you would be thought 
| to make your Court to, have 
a,' hearty Deteſtation of ſuch 
Principles, and are deſirous 
that. the People of England 
| \._ ſhould know the Value of their 
| Liberty, and preſerye. it in its 
411 Eten. 
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T won't examine very ſtrict- 


ly into your Panegyrick upon 


King Charles the Firſt, though, 
in order to do him Honour, 
you are obligd 'to take ſome 
Points for granted which I am 
afraid are very doubtful; but 
I muſt blame you, for not dil- 
tinguiſhing between thoſe, who 
were concern d in the Murder 
of that Prince and the utter 
Subverſion of our Government, 
and thoſe, who engagd them- 
ſelves at firſt in a Reſiſtance 
neceflary for its Preſervation. 
The Cauſe and Spirit of theſe 
Men were widely different, and 
ought not to be confounded 


together; nor are the latter to 


be charged with the Calami- 


ties which unforeſeen and fa- 
tal een unhappily brought 
C upon 


„ 
upon their Country. Thoſe 
are juſtly accountable for the 
Miſeries conſequential to the 
Civil War, who involv'd the 
King in ſuch Meaſures as loſt 
him the Confidence of his 
People, and threw the Go- 


vernment out of its natural 
Situation into a State of Tu- 
mult and Diſorder. When 
that is once done, no human 
Prudence can command the 
Event ; but the beſt Men and 
the beſt Cauſe may ſuffer by 
falling into the Hands of Vil- 
lains, who are wicked and for- 


tunate enough to make an Ad- 


vantage of the publick Con- 


fuſion. 

Il muſt take the Liberty to 

obſerve to your Lordſhip, that 
I 


19 ] 

I believe no body but yourſelf 
has had the Courage in the 
preſent Age to inſiſt upon the 
good Charadler of thoſe Men 
by whoſe Advice the King at- 


tempted thoſe illegal Acts, 


which were the great Cauſes 
of all the Miſchiefs that en- 
ſued both to Prince and Peo- 
ple. In good Policy you 
ſhould have blackend their 
Reputations as much as pol- 
fible, that the Weight of our 
Reſentment, and that of Poſ- 
terity, may fall entirely upon 


them, and that they alone might 


be branded with the Guilt and 
Infamy of thoſe Proceedings. 
I won't preſs this any farther 
upon your Lordſhip, but mult 
beg Leave to take notice of 
an Infinuation in Page the 

| GC 2 Four- 
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10 
Fourteenth, where you take 
occaſion, from many of the 
Nobility having join'd with 
King Charles the Firſt, to in- 
timate to us that the Body of 
the People are not in any 
Country proper Judges whe- 
ther they are oppreſt or not. 
This Doctrine can never be 
ſupported from rational Prin- 
ciples of Government, which 
muſt allow them the Right of 
judging for themſelves in a 
Point that ſo much concerns 
them; and naturally they will 

judge better of it than thoſe 
who may be influenc'd and 
corrupted by a Court. The 
Nobility and Biſhops in France, 
who are Penſioners and Depen- 
dants on the Crown, are moſt 
of them well ſatisfied with the 

preſent 


[21] 

preſent Government, and the 
Bull Unigenitus ; but the People 
in general complain bitterly, 
and with ſufficient Reaſon ; nor 
can any Man fay, that if they 
were able they wou'd not have 
a Right to contend for their 
Liberties and Conſciences, though 
all the great Men and reve- 
rend Prelates were on the Prince's 
fide. Your Lordſhip will, I dare 
ſay, be ſo candid as to acknow- 
ledge, upon a little Reflection, 
that your Argument here 1s 
fallacious. 


I] am now to conſider the 
Concluſion of your extraordi- 
nary Diſcourſe, which 1s more 
immediately directed to us, and 
which it ſeems we are princi- 
pally to draw our Inſtruction 


from; 


"+ mug _— $2 : Fa — —— — . > —. 
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[ 22 ] 
from; and it is Matter of great 
Aſtoniſnment to me to find in 
it this Aſſertion, That the ſame 
Spirit which actuated thoſe 
Wretches who cut off King 
Charles's Head is fill alive, 
and even General among us; 
nay, that it is buſily now at 
Work, and carrying on the 
ſame execrable Deſign again ff 
his preſent Majeſty. For God's 
ſake, my Lord, what Proof have 
you, what Evidence of {uch a 
Fact as this? And if they be 
wanting, how dare you ſuppoſe 
a thing ſo highly injurious to 
the Nation! Have there been 
any publick Marks of Diſaffec- 
tion, any Treaſonable or Rebel- 
lious Behaviour, upon which you 
have the Confidence to ground 
an Imputation of this Kind:? it 
woud 


L231 
wou'd be great Immorality to 
bring ſuch a Charge againſt any 
private Man, without ſtrong 
and convincing Teſtimony; but 
ſurely the Reputation of a hoe 
People ought to be attack'd 
with much greater Caution, and 
the Guilt of tainting it unjuſtly 
is beyond compariſon more hei- 
nous. What an Odium do you 
hereby throw upon his Majeſty's 
beneficent and gracious Govern- 
ment, of which the Love and 
Satisfaction of his People are the 
ſureſt Proof! In what Manner 
does your Lordſhip think that 
all his Subjects will reſent this 


Calumny, which treats them as 


guilty of the blackeſt and moſt 
unpardonable Ingratitude? if it 
be highly criminal to endeavour 
to eſtrange the Hearts of the 

People 


F \ _ 4 * — - —_ __— 
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People from their Prince, is it 
leſs ſo to try to alienate the At- 
tections of the Prince from his 
People? Ought not their Con- 
fidence to be mutual? Does not 
the Happineſs and Security of 
both depend upon it? We have 
reaſon to-bleſs God that his Ma- 
jeſty has ſuch a Truſt in the ex- 
perienc'd Loyalty and Dutiful- 
neſs of his Subjects, that it is 
not in the power of artful Men 
to rob them of his Eſteem and 
good Opinion, by miſrepreſent- 
ing them to him. He well knows 
that the Enemies of his Govern- 
ment are look d upon by his Peo- 
ple to be theirs, and that what- 
ever Poiſon they may be ſuppos d 
to breed in their own Boſoms, 
ſuch is the good Temper of the 
Nation, that it will not be poſ- 

| | {ible 


11251 

fible for them to communicate 
it, ſo as ever fo make it Epi- 
demical. And as for the Gentle- 
men in the Adminiſtration, I be- 
eve, my Lord, they will diſa- 
vow this Character you have been 
pleas d to give the People of 
England, uhoſe Honour they 
are concern d to Vindicate, and 
whom I hope they will always 
ſhield from Accuſations brought 
againſt them with ſo little Foun- 
dation. 


I perfectiy agree with your 
Lordſhip in deteſting the many 
Libellous Writings in which his 
Majeſty's Meaſures have been ex- 
poſed, and his Miniſters defam'd, 
often without either Truth or 
Decency : But I am far from 
thinking ey amount to any 
D thing 


[26] 
thing like the Spirit of Forty-one, 


prhich aroſe and ſpread itſelf from 
| Senſe of real, not imaginary 
Grievances, and which the moſt 
skilful Libellers in the World 
cou'd never have carried to ſuch 
a Height, had it not been found- 
ed upon, and ſupported by a long 
Experience of the ill Intentions 
and Inſincerity of the Govern- 
ment. Nor can I come into that 
Remedy againft this Evil, great 
as it is, which you ſeem to call 
for, I mean a Reſtraint upon the 
Liberty of the Preſs; becauſe 
I am convinc'd that it 1s more 
xrudent to ſuffer ſome tempo- 
rary Inconveniences than to part 
with the moſt valuable Bleſſing 
a free People can enjoy : And 
this J am perſwaded is the O- 

— pinion 
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pinion of thoſe that are now in 
Power, as well as it is mine, 
who have themſelves made uſe 
of it at proper Times very much 
to their own Honour, and their 
Country's Good. But I don't 
know how it happens that the 
Clergy, who your Lordſhip tells 
us are the chief Support of the 
Crown, are every now and then 
inciting it to Meaſures which 
wou'd greatly endanger its Secu- 
rity. I thank God we are till 
governd by Laymen, who 1 
doubt not will be ſo wiſe as not 
to hearken to theſe miſchievous 
Admonitions, tho' they have the 
Sanction of coming to them from 


the Pulpit, but purſue their own 
Principles of Policy, without con- 
ſulting the Clergy in Affairs 


JL-S which 
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Which don't belong to them. 
They are very uſeful to us as 


Miniſters of the Goſpel, and 
while they are content with 


that Character, deſerve all En- 


couragement and Reſpect, but 


when ever they wou'd be Mi. 
niſters of State, it is for the 
general Intereſt of Mankind 
that they ſhould be * 
oppoſed. 


Ws beg your Lordſhip's Par- 
don for the Trouble I haye 


given you on this ' Occaſion, 
which I ſhould not haye done, 


but in hopes of drawing from 


you an Explanation of thoſe 
Paſſages in your Sermon which 
vive moſt Offence; and I am 
perſuaded that you will agree 


with 


* 
7 , 


| 
| 
| 


[ww] 
with me in thinking ſome 
thing of that kind 1 
when you are well inform 
in what Senſe it is . 
by almoſt every Reader. 1 
muſt conclude with compll- 


menting your Lordſhip upon 


the Art your Diſcourſe is writ- 
ten with, which plainly ſhews 
that no Part of it proceeds from 
Bigottry or Enthufiaftick Zeal, 
but that it is the Reſult of 
cool Deliberation and ſober 
Thought. As I have great 
Reaſon to believe you are /n- 
cere in what you ſay, and 
that you meant the Good of 
Mankind, agreeably to the 
Duty of your ſacred Charac- 
ter, I as ſincerely join in thoſe 
Thanks to you which you have 

already 


[30 ] 
already receivd, and heartily 
wiſn = in all your 4 
Writings you may 1 * the 
Thanks of the Nahen "A 


Ian, 


W Lon o. 


With great Lahe 
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